What am I going to do as an English teacher to engage with the 21st century skills?
Diguitaeva I. A.
The problem of effective English language teaching has become one of the most important in recent years. I share Krista Moroder’s opinion, who indicates that the basic work of teaching has not changed. “Teachers still collaborate, still communicate, still find and share resources, still manage student behaviour, still deliver content and still assess students”.
 A modern teacher’s role is not just an educator but also a facilitator, a prompter, an assessor and a coach. Technology makes the traditional role of the teacher as a source of information obsolete. Students can find information anytime and anywhere: in blogs, Facebook, cell phones, MP3 players, Twitter, Wikipedia, YouTube. Our students today are all “native speakers” of the digital language of computers, video games and the Internet. They are called “Digital Natives”. That’s why it is much more important to show our students how to process, validate, identify, analyze, synthesize, evaluate, leverage information and use all six levels of Bloom’s taxonomy.

The rapid rising and development of information technology provided 21st century teachers with new effective teaching tools: multimedia resources, the Internet, video clips, computer presentations. My own experience shows that the use of different interactive activities, captivating videos, Power Point Presentations makes the classes more interesting and educational at the same time. According to Krista Moroder, “Now we have more tools and resources to improve our efficiency.  Cloud computing is nothing more than finding a more efficient way to collaborate with students and staff. Content management systems are nothing more than finding a more efficient way to communicate with students and parents. Personal learning networks are nothing more than finding a more efficient way to find and share resources. Behaviour management software is nothing more than finding a more efficient way to give formative feedback of soft skills and track student behaviour.  Flipped classrooms are nothing more than finding a more efficient way to deliver direct content. Electronic portfolios and digital quizzes are nothing more than finding a more efficient way to assess student knowledge”
. Technology is only a tool that helps the teachers be more efficient but sometimes it does not engage students. Our charge is to provide meaningful and powerful engagement.

I agree with Krista Moroder, who thinks that “good teachers create authentic learning experience for their students by building rich, performance-based assessments encourage students to solve problems and take an active role in their own learning, know how to inspire students and build a love for learning that can last a lifetime. And good teachers don’t necessarily need to use technology to do that”. Student-centered learning is strongly encouraged in the 21st century.  It means active, exploratory, research-based learning; critical thinking; decision-making; problem-solving; communication and collaboration. So we need to rethink the tools we use and the types of problems we ask students to solve. Any lesson we create has to be relevant, challenging and engaging. 
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Teaching in the 21st century. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=075aWDdZUlM








